The position in which the medical profession in Scotland is placed in relation to the certification of lunatics is an eminently unsatisfactory one. Indeed, it involves personal risks to which no member of the community ought to be asked voluntarily to subject himself. In such circumstances it is inevitable that individual practitioners will decline to accept these risks, and as a result a certain number of lunatics who ought in the interests of the safety both of themselves and others to be under restraint, will remain free to exercise their dangerous possibilities. 
